
Presentation Title, Presentation Title

1

Presentation Title

Text Day/Month/2026

Training Day
Module 2: Just Transition: Empowering Youth and Women 
to Transform the Energy Sector

Erin Hammel, Senior Director, Professional Development, 
NARUC

21/September/2026



2

The Challenge: 
Participation in the Energy Transition

2018
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Building Awareness of Public 
Utility Commissions as Employers

NCEP Higher-Ed Collaboration Brief, 2024

Bring a Student to Work Day, New Mexico 2024
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USAID/NARUC Women in Energy 
Internship Programs (2017-19; 2023-25)

Armenia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Kenya, 
Kosovo, Senegal, Tanzania, Ukraine, Zambia
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Internship & Mentoring Programs
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The Power of Storytelling 
and Career Visibility

Day in the Life Video Series, Ohio 2026
Day in the Life Video Series, Michigan 2026
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Student Exposure and Workforce Pathways: 
Moving from Awareness to Opportunity

NARUC Virtual Job Fair, 2025
High School Students at NARUC Annual Meeting, 2024
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Energy Equity, Justice, and 
Participation in Decision-Making
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Spectrum of Community Engagement

a) Acknowledge 
marginalization

b) Assert a clear 
vision

c) Articulate a 
development 
process 

d) Assess community 
participation 
efforts.
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Key Lessons & Takeaways

Workforce Development
• Awareness precedes 

recruitment.
• Storytelling increases visibility.
• Exposure creates possibility.
• Partnerships build pathways.
• Direct connections help 

translate interest into careers.

Energy Equity and Justice
• Participation matters both in the 

workforce and in decision-making. 
• Communities should have 

opportunities to engage in the 
processes that shape energy policy.

• Equitable access should be 
considered when evaluating the 
benefits and impacts of energy 
investments. There are metrics 
available.



Contact: Erin Hammel, 
ehammel@naruc.org
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